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From the Pastor’'s Desk ...

Luke 11:9 says,

"Here’s what I'm saying: Ask and you'll get; Seek dryou’ll find; Knock and the door
will open.”

"Be careful what you pray for,” you have probably said that to a friend. It is the unintended
consequence that scares us and maybe keeps us from praying or asking God for
something. But, doing nothing is an action and it too has unintended consequence. Change
and opportunity creates energy and excitement, sometimes the energy is negative. Change
is a risk as is doing nothing. We need the wisdom of Solomon. | have been and | continue
to pray that God will help Westminster find new ministries that will help us reach out into our
community. | pray for the spiritual awareness, wisdom and patience to see God leading us.

A few months ago the Personnel Team asked Randy Reyman if he knew of any ways we
could make a stronger connection with Millikin students and/or faculty. He thought about
their question and came back with an idea. After talking with a few other Millikin professors
he identified a need for a medium size venue for music performances. Our vision isn’t to
be a concert hall, but with a few changes in our sanctuary, we could meet their need and
it would give us the opportunity to offer "hospitality." Showing God'’s love through concrete
actions is our calling. Showing God'’s love takes many forms, some we can not afford and
others we just don’t see. Then comes the unexpected consequences. For example, an
inexpensive action would be to remove one row of pews and the modesty wall. But then
there is a divot where the modesty wall used to be on the floor. One estimate to fix the divot
was for $500. Another idea was to replace the divot with parquet flooring for under $250 or
replace the modesty wall wuntil the project is completed.

(Continued on the next page)



On the other hand, | heard one member say how "open" the Sanctuary felt with the wall
removed from the floor. | also responded to the change in the same way, an unintended
consequence of the removal of the wall.

Here is the proposed look of the chancel area. We are currently seeking bids to see if
the change is financially and structurally feasible.

Proposed Chancel Remodel for Concert Ministry

Movie Night
Our Wednesday evening Movie Nights will continue through August 11.
Everyone is invited to join us for this family friendly evening. We start {Fxé
at 6:00 with a light meal, then enjoy our movie, popcorn, and dessert! L+—3

Sunday Fellowship
Do you know what happens every Sunday following our 9:30
Worship Service? Everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall for
home baked goodies, coffee, juice, and great company! Each
week Kelly Tohill prepares a wonderful variety of goodies for
us. In August we will also have guest speakers and other
activities during this time.

Please join us each week and especially for the fol  lowing events:
August 8: Baptism Reception in Fellowship Hall

August 15: Reception for our nursery worker, Alyssa McCoy. This will be her
last day with us. Alyssa will be leaving to attend Eastern lllinois
University and we want to thank her for her wonderful service to
our children!

August 22: Jennifer Freeland (Teresa’s daughter) will share pictures and
stories from her six week Archaeology dig this summer.

August 29 : Mission Trip ~ Len and Jan Walter, Don Leckrone, Louis Matrtin,
and Jeremiah Martin will share pictures and stories from their
recent mission trip to Louisiana.

Mark your calendars:
Fall Sunday School starts September 12
LOGOS starts Wednesday, September 15

Moms Group
All moms are invited to join us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month
for a time of faith, friends, food, and fun! A light dinner is served and
babysitting is provided. In September we will meet on the 11th and 25th. Hope
to see you there!




Vacation Bible School.. a great success!

Because of your help and support our VBS was a great success! We

had 40 children registered and 1 in the nursery each evening.
Everyone had so much fun while learning the Bible stories, learning new songs, playing
together, sharing snacks, and making fun crafts. A big thank you to all of our volunteers and
especially to Tracy Martin for being my co-director. | couldn’t have done it without you!!
Thank you to the following volunteers:

Ann Adams Rick Adams Carolyn Allin Leslie Baine
Kevin Besser Bernice Doty Donna Dunnuck Kathy Farrington
Lynley Farrington Christine Fasick Brenden Fasick Abby Finney
Olivia Fossier Anne Gray Renee Heath Steve Hill
Sandra Hunter Benie Kalala Natalie Kalala Karen Krows
Abby Martin Tracy Martin Bob Moore Susie Moore
Jennifer Orange Joyce Robinson Ardith Shafer Alec Shaw
Laura Shaw Susan Shaw RaeNell Spencer Kelly Tohill

Jean Toney Beth Winick Joel Winick

Acolytes Needed !!!!

All children entering 2" grade or older are encouraged to share their gifts
with the congregation by being an Acolyte.

Acolytes will be needed for the worship service starting in September.
A training session will be held once we know who the new acolytes are.

If your child is interested in being an Acolyte, please contact Amy Besser or send her an
e-mail at amy.besser@comcast.net. Thanks!

Helping Hands for August

Bea Fisher 422-3973
Barbara Phillips 423-5729
Barb Walker 963-2528

Esperance Kalala 429-4917

Celebrating Birthdays in August

1 Christy England 15 Amanda Eichenauer
1 Natalie Kalala 15 Francois Kalala
2 Paul McCann 15 Mandy Power

2 Jean Patrick 17 Susan Shaw

3 Molly Besser 19 Whitney Welch
4 Barb Bayless 21 Louis Martin

5 Mary Keele 22 George Coutant
6 Sara Newlin 22 Marilyn Tallman
7 Garhett Allen 23 Erin Fasick

8 Jim Livasy 25 Erica Besser

9 Grace Baine 25 Gail Crookshank
9 Chuck Shonkwiler 25 JoAnn Noland
10 Nick Smith 26 Dorothy Coutant
10 Ed Woare 26 Pauline Jurgens
11 Landon Baine 26 Fran Livasy

12 Tanner Hetz 26 Ardith Shaffer
12 James Weber 31 Wendell Henby

PresbyterianWomen Notes ...

A workshop for the PW Bible Study on the book of “Revelation” will be held on
Tuesday, August 24, 2010. The workshop is open for all but especially for PW Circle
Leaders.

The workshop will start at 10:00 a.m. With a read-through, then we will:

1. Examine key contextual questions about Revelation
2. Survey a summary chart of the lessons
3. Discover resources and help

Lunch break—bring a sandwich for yourself. Pastor Steve will give us a short overview
of the book and its’ importance.

Please call the office (428-6603) if you wish to take part.



Financial Report for June

June Revenue
Actual receipts Received
Endowment Money Received
Interest Received
Trust Money Received

Total Receipts

Total Expenses June
Income Less Expenses

$17,064.52
17,500.00
0

0
$34,564.52

$43,963.79
$- 9,399.27

Help the 2010 Per Capita Thermometer Climb

$15,500

$12,000

$8,000

$4,000

You can make the “Mercury” climb by paying your per capita $36.29 apportionment

for each confirmed member of your family.

Attendance for July

July 4 85
July 11 84
July 18 94
July 25 80
Total 343

Average for June - 86

WPC Dining Group

The WPC Dining Group will meet at Tuscany’s on Saturday, August 7 at
6:00 p.m. If you would like to participate, please call Sandy Coryell at
423-7084. Come join us for food, fun, and fellowship!

Dear Friends at Westminster Presbyterian Church,

Thank you so much for your support of The Good Samaritan Inn. Your gift of
$450.00 in July is an essential part in our continuing efforts to serve the less fortunate in
our community.

Corresponding Secretary
To: Westminster Presbyterian Church Congregation,

This letter acknowledges your donation to the Decatur Habitat For Humanity of $450.00 and
will help with our Mission at Habitat For Humanity. Thank your Congregation for their support
also.

“Decatur Area Habitat For Humanity’s mission is partnering with God’s people everywhere
from all walks of life, to develop communities with God’s people in need by building and
renovating homes so that decent homes in decent communities are built in which people can
live and grow into all that God intended.

This is the kind of support that enables us to continue our mission of proving safe, decent,
and affordable housing to those in need. Thank you again for helping this program.

Sincerely,

President



This is what | did on my summer vacation ... by edones

| attended the 70" reunion of my high school class ~ Lyons Township High School in
LaGrange, lllinois. Only 18 of 325 came and there were wheel chairs, walkers, and canes
but we all had a wonderful time renewing old friendships. The committee decided

not to wait 5 years for the next one...maybe just 1 year!

Special Thanks ....

Dear Westminster Family:

| have figured it up and my last day here will be Sunday, August 15,
due to leaving for EIU later that week. Thank you for everything.
You all have been so great and it's been a pleasure to work here.
I’'m pretty sure | won’t find another job like this. This church is my
home away and you are my second family. | will miss everything
about this job, from all the laughs, to all the tears and stinky

diapers.

I have grown to love all the kids that have come into the nursery like they were mine. |
even became good at translating Rachel (ha! ha!). | will stop in from time to time as my
schedule allows me too! | will truly miss all of you and thank you from the bottom of my

heart for everything you have done!

Miss Alyssa



