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Church Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday

Church Telephone: 428-6603 - Church Fax: (217) 428- 2580
The Church’s E-Mail Address: wpcdecatur@sbcglobal.n et

Web Site: wpcdecatur.org.
In Case of a Pastoral Emergency: 

Contact the Church Office 428-6603 or The Reverend Steve Hill 429-0867
 The Westminster Chimes is published on a regular ba sis by 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1360 W. Main St., Decatur, Illinois 62522

The Church Staff
Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Reverend Steve Hill
Minister of Visitation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Reverend Ronald T. Allin
Director of Christian Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Teresa Goller
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Randall Reyman
Organist/Bell Director/Youth Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rose Marie Thompson
Administrative Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pat Starbird
Sexton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Skip Mower
Nursery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Alyssa McCoy
Housekeeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sharon Moore
Session Members:  Rick Adams, Dennis Honnold, Renee Heath, Charles Hunter, Steve Huss,
Pat Laegeler, John Phillips, Susan Gant-Reynolds, Diana Rinchiuso, Ardith Shaffer, Ed Woare.
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From The Pastor’s Desk ....
       

         “Big Questions”

What was Jesus’ first words to a living human being after his
resurrection, according to the Gospel of John? (Pause, have I given
you enough time to come up with an answer?) The answer is:
Woman, why are you weeping?   Whom are you looking for?” Mary
says, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away.”

Questions are a powerful tool to bring awareness to others.  Mary, why are you weeping?
Because someone she loved was tortured, hung on a cross to die, buried in a hurry and now
someone took the body.  Is she weeping because of Jesus’ death or is it because someone
stole or moved his body?  There is an 80/20 rule that comes into play with us humans.  We
transfer energy from one event to another.  80% of her energy may have come from her
grief of Jesus’ death and 20% from the frustration of “can you believe it - someone took his
body!”.  Mary comes early in the morning to do the right and good thing - and someone
takes the body!  Mix grief and frustration and you get weeping.  Really, how much can one
person deal with?  We don’t know what else was going on in her life.  Surely the band of
disciples got together and discussed what had happened and what they would do next.
Would they go back to fishing for a living?  Would they carry on Jesus’ ministry and if so,
what would that look like?  Would they be hunted down and imprisoned or beat or kicked out
of the temple for still being a disciple of Jesus?  It was a very tumultuous time in their lives.
It would be strange if she wasn’t weeping.

(Continued on next page)
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The question is a good one, it focuses on what Mary was feeling and thinking at the time.
Jesus is getting her ready for the next event.  “Mary” Jesus speaks her name and she
recognizes him - Alleluia!  You don’t need to weep anymore Mary, Jesus is here, you found
 the body!  Now, try to make sense of this one.  Our brains can’t keep up with he is alive, he
is dead, he is alive again, but not like Lazarus’ death and resuscitation - what does this
mean? 

It takes time for us to comprehend the meaning of powerful questions.  Our Christian
tradition gives us time, like the disciples, to process the meaning because it is life
transforming.  They were eye witnesses to the bodily resurrection of Jesus - it has to mean
something truly great!  What does it mean for me, for us for the world for everyone?  Big
questions with some equally big answers.  In John 3:16 we have John’s answer:  “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.  It takes time to understand what this means and like Mary,
we should not do this alone.  Gather the disciples and wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit, the
Comforter - you will need this gift for the journey you are called to take - for the Glory of God!
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Summer Movie Nights
Our Summer Movie Nights will begin on Wednesday, June
1 at 6:00. Join us each week, in the Fellowship Hall, for a
family friendly movie and a light supper. Watch our website
for a list of the movies – enjoyable for all ages!

Children and Youth Sunday
Join us Sunday, May 22 for this very special Worship service. Our
children and youth will be leading all aspects of the Worship service.
They will serve as Ushers, Greeters, Liturgist, Special Music, in
addition to presenting a play “Poppin’ Proverbs” for their sermon.  We
will also recognize and thank all of our Christian Education volunteers
during this service. 

In addition to all of that, we will have a Vacation Bible School fundraiser. Our
theme this year is “Pandamania”. We will have special Panda Cupcakes for sale
following the service. Don’t miss this special morning!

Mark Your Calendars!
Movie Nights - June 1 through August 10
Vacation Bible School  – Sunday, July 10 through Thursday, July 14
Pool Party  – Sunday, July 17 @6p.m.
Fall Family Festival – Sunday, September 11, @4p.m.
Sunday School resumes  – Sunday, September 11
LOGOS resumes  – Wednesday, September 14

Fundraising Auction
Do you have collectibles, antiques, jewelry, furniture, coins, or other
quality items that you would like to get rid of? Or do you have
services you would like to provide? We are having a Fundraising
Auction on Saturday, June 25 at 10:00 a.m. You may donate items
or bring items in for consignment. If you bring items in for
consignment, the proceeds will be split between you and the Church.

The fundraiser is being planned and organized by Goller’s Auction
Firm (Eddie and Teresa Goller). We will accept items beginning May 9. You can bring your
items to the church or pick up can be arranged. Please call Teresa at 972-7093 if you will
be donating or consigning items. 

Worship Attendance for April ...
April 3 122
April 10 106
April 17 128
April 24

Sunrise   20
10:00 a.m. 157

533
Average Attendance for 4 weeks ~ 133

Financial Report for April ...
April Revenue
   Actual Receipts Received $36,511.20
   Endowment Interest Received                             0
   Investment Interest Received                                     0
   Trust Money Received                                                0
Total Receipts                                                $36,511.20
Total Expenses April                                       $36,270.03
Income Less Expenses                                        241.17   



             Per Capita Apportionment for 2011
For the year 2011 Westminster is assessed at $37.91 per member by
the General Assembly, the Synod, and Presbytery of Southeastern
Illinois.  Per Capita is defined as “a means of providing all members to
share in the cost involved to conduct and administer the ecclesiastical,
judicial, and legislative functions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)”
The apportionment is divided as follows $27.60 to the Presbytery,
$3.81 to the Synod, and $6.50 to the General Assembly.    We have
received $1037.22 of the $15,495.00 we owe Presbytery.  It’s not too
late to add yours to the total.
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Pauline (Sager) Boatman , 85, who died Wednesday, April 6, 2011 in Naperville,
Illinois.  Funeral services were held on Tuesday, April 12, 2011, at Brintlinger and
Earl Funeral Home, Decatur, Illinois.  She is survived by her daughter Lynette 
TeVault and family of Lisle, IL.  Pauline was a member of Westminster for 47
years.

Please remember this family in your thoughts and pr ayers .

     Cheer Guild Meeting

Thursday, May 26, 2011

Program: Lunch at Mari-Mann
                                  12:30 p.m.

Place:  Mari-Mann Herb Co.
          1405 Mari Mann Lane

                    Hostess Committee : Sandra Hunter

Optional ~ Tour of herb gardens at 11:30 a.m.

Church Women United

MAY FRIENDSHIP DAY

Friday, May 6, 2011
1:00 p.m.

St. Peter’s AME Church
                      515 S. Church St.

Grand Piano for Sale ...Satin ebony grand piano measuring 5 feet 8
inches is for sale in the estate of Pauline Boatman. The piano has a beautiful
finish and the hammers have moderately heavy wear. If you know of anyone
interested, contact Lynette TeVault at 630-650-0798.



Celebrating Birthdays in May ...

1 Brittany Hillyer 15 Nancy Eichenauer
2 Gabrielle Watson 15 George Snyder
3 Don Robinson 15 Dean Wilson
4 Melissa Sphar 16 Dave Weber
6 Donna Murphy 18 Boyce Pickett

          10 Shannon Allen 20 Scott Miller
          10    Joyce Robinson 21 Joan Bliler
          11         Melissa Rinchiuso 22 Christian Sphar
          12         Audrey Sanner 26 Christie Allen
          14 Doug Nichols 28 Kathy Thompson
          14 Jack Tallman 29 Rebecca Briggs
          14 Ethan Winick 29 Emily Wynne
          15 Gregory Allen

"Socks for Japan" 
Westminster is collecting “new” socks in all sizes. for the Socks for Japan
project .  So far  on the Socks for  Japan website:
(http://jasonkelly.com/helpjapan/) it states that as of April 5, 2011 there
have been 12,274 pairs of socks distributed.  Westminster has
collected 103 pairs of socks and a box was mailed on Friday, April 8, 2011.
So far we know a total of 273 pairs of socks have been sent from Decatur.

We would like to continue this collection and help in a small way to give comfort and send
God’s love and care to the survivors of this terrible disaster  who had to flee in a hurry without
their belongings.  A basket is provided in the Narthex for the donation of socks.  Monetary
donations could also be given to help defray the expense of the postage.  

Strategic Planning Update
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday June 5 to get an update on our
Strategic Plan. Some of the things you will hear about include: our new email
campaign, the KEY Choir program, an information center, upcoming events,
and more. We will be looking for your input and ideas to help us with the above
items in addition to looking for your ideas and input on a mission project, and
publicity ideas. 

Please join us following the Worship service on Sun day, June 5. 

Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 10 – Thursday, July 14

6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Purchase your Panda Cupcakes on Sunday,  May 22 to
help us make this year even better than last year!!


